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From Gazato Lebanon: Following Operation Protective Edge
Omer Einav

With their respective processes of political eviolmtand military buildup, Hizbollah and

Hamas have gradually assumed semi-state governmemasacteristics. Particularly

given the weakening of the regular armies in thgiore in recent years, they now
represent the two main immediate threats to Isrbelthe aftermath of Operation

Protective Edge, therefore, Israel would do wellkctmsider the effects of the military

campaign in Gaza on other fronts, in terms of bib# current goal of preventing

escalation and the significance of the recent roahdighting on a possible future

campaign against Hizbollah. In other words, atessuvhat Hizbollah can learn from the
campaign in Gaza, and how this will affect the wayses its power against Israel. That
Israel must deter its enemies at all times is alf@nplatitude; in the case of Hizbollah,

however, this mantra is not enough.

In the past, Hizbollah and Hamas underwent a mueahing process supported by
countries like Iran and Syria. This process wadec&dfd in the training of Hamas
operatives by Hizbollah and its patrons, which udeld sharing fighting methods,
weapons, and knowledge on how to manufacture reciatl construct underground
infrastructures, and sharing lessons learned inntiigary campaigns against Israel.
Moreover, while the two organizations have becormoeendlistant over the past two years,
Hamas has implemented processes that proved shdcéss Hizbollah. Examples
include a transition to a structured hierarchalitary framework with clear command
and control capabilities, alongside continued digeriwarfare characteristics;
procurement of high trajectory weapons of all rangmti-tank weapons, and unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs); experience in placing sacpibated explosive devices; and
construction of an extensive underground systemafement and communications.

Over the past three years, Hizbollah has accuntilditeerse operational experience in
the fighting in Syria, but following the prolongepiiet on the Israel-Lebanon border,
compared with the recurring conflicts between Hamuwad Israel, the roles of “teacher”
and “student” have been somewhat reversed. Hansgpdaged creativity in Operation
Protective Edge in its ability to challenge Isragth its extensive infrastructure of
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tunnels penetrating into Israeli territory, divéicsition of the launch ranges of its rockets,
and its effective operation of a command and contrechanism. These methods of
warfare are not new, but the extent to which theyyenused is unprecedented in the
conflict between Israel and Hamas. The impresssoinat Hamas has implemented and
even expanded Hizbollah concepts. In his publiespes — speeches that were recently
cited in Israel — Nasrallah threatened that hisaoization would surprise Israel in the
next war and would move the battlefield to the 8ali This can be interpreted as
referring to a plan of action aimed at a hithem&nown extent of penetration into Israeli
sovereign territory and a challenge to the IDF loa ¢astern front — a method that to
some extent was tried by Hamas. The important gprestrising from Operation
Protective Edge, therefore, is how Israel copedh wie range of threats by Hamas, and
what the implications will be for the northern fton

Israel demonstrated its ability to locate and agst large portion of the offensive

tunnels, for example, but it must calculate whetties capability also exists on the

northern border, where the topography is diferentl avhere Israel's intelligence

coverage is less effective. Regarding the rocket, fHamas adopted Hizbollah’s

operational concept, based on multiple launchings flaunchers concealed underground
in built-up areas, mostly designed for one-timentzding, understanding that Israel can
locate and destroy the launchers once the rockate been fired. Hizbollah almost

certainly already possesses concealed stores ntHats and rockets, which deprive
Israel of the ability to neutralize the launchirygtem. In the field of aerial defense, Israel
has demonstrated its improved capability in prawgdivarning to its citizens, intercepting

rockets with Iron Dome, and intercepting UAVs. Withnian assistance, Hizbollah will

analyze Israel’s interception capability for missiland rockets, and attempt to identify
the weaknesses and gaps in the Israeli aerial siefemvelope. Hizbollah will presumably
adopt a strategy of barrage launchings of a mixtdineckets and missiles with various

ranges.

With its aerial supremacy, the Israeli Air Forceramstrated its complete control of the
air, marked by advanced intelligence and precise® effective offensive capabilities.
Intelligence and air attacks, however, did not mevan adequate solution for Hamas’
underground capabilities, underground launchingesys, or far-reaching network of
tunnels. Hizbollah understands the significancdsodeli air supremacy and is trying,
with partial success, to procure ground-to-air if@sssystems in order to deprive Israel
of its freedom of action in the air and, less lkedf its ability to gather intelligence. With
respect to land-based maneuvering, Hizbollah &dyiko reinforce its operational concept
of operating from within built-up areas, in viewtbie IDF’s focus on tunnels and efforts
to avoid a massive entry into populated areas,tdummncern about its own losses and
heavy collateral damage to the civilian populatidd. the same time, the extensive
destruction in certain regions in the Gaza Stripld¢dandicate Israel's intentions with
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respect to villages in southern Lebanon and theiy@ahneighborhood in Beirut.
Hizbollah is concerned by the possibility of a ksgale land-based campaign by the IDF
in southern Lebanon, and will therefore act to di@# forces into built-up regions
where ambushes can be laid that can inflict marspalies and deny the image of an
Israeli victory. Hizbollah will do this while makignthe necessary adjustments for the
major differences between the Gaza Strip and soutbebanon in land contours and the
nature of combat.

During the fighting in the Gaza Strip, Hamas trieccause escalation in other theaters in
the West Bank, southern Lebanon, and even withiaeldy encouraging protest on the
part of Israeli Arabs. Hizbollah could concludettitamight be necessary to expand the
conflict theater to other areas on the Golan Hsighthere it currently has an
infrastructure and a presence, as well as in tHesthaan theater. A conflict theater
conflict that includes both Lebanon and the GolamngHts will require major investment
by Israel, including the mobilization of reservists a large scale, which would have a
negative impact on the Israeli economy if the dohflrags on for a prolonged period. It
is hard to calculate what a conflict with two or radheaters would involve, but it is
likely that Israel will have to take such a sceaadrito account in the next round of
hostilities.

Finally, Israel's room for decision making wouldkdly be an important factor for
consideration. Hizbollah will analyze conflicting essages arising from Operation
Protective Edge: broad support in Israel for widgnithe operation, together with
encouragement from Egypt and relative passivityhenpart of the West, combined with
an evident reluctance on the part of the Israeliegoment to undertake another ground
operation in the Gaza Strip. At the same time, blial is likely to realize that Israel is
ready for a prolonged conflict that includes aspesft attrition, and that its national
resilience is relatively stable. How Hizbollah witkigh these factors is an open question,
specifically, whether a prolonged conflict suits @pproach and whether it will try to
focus on undermining Israeli national resilience.

In conclusion, Israel must prepare itself for Hilthlo's next would-be strategic surprise
in order to neutralize its effect and obtain anaadage in the conflict, which may involve
an offensive operation in Israeli territory. Unegfeel weapons may be used. In any case,
Israel must keep in mind the mutual learning betwekmas and Hizbollah, which
grows with each round of conflict. Particularly @nthe two organizations are the two
immediate threats on Israel’s borders, Israel’'scgdlbward one has significance for the
other. The lessons from the strategy employed irr@mwn Protective Edge must
therefore also be addressed in their implicatiasrsféiture conflicts in other theaters,
especially the northern front against Hizbollah.



